LWS at TNUA
A Beautiful Beginning
This international interdisciplinary project began as a collaborative effort between the
Taipei National University of the Arts and GRAME in Lyon, France. It has been going
on for a number of years with some very positive results and outcomes.
1st Stage
In November 2017, the Taipei National University of the Arts hosted an international
workshop on interdisciplinary performance entitled “Incarnating Sounds”. The university
invited percussionist Jean Geoffroy and software programmer Christophe Lebreton, both
of whom were associated with GRAME in Lyon, to serve as the workshop instructors and
introduce the “Light Wall System” developed by LiSiLog in collaboration with GRAME
to students from the new media, music, and dance departments at the Taipei National
University of the Arts. The three-day workshop includes working with Christophe
Lebreton to learn about the functionalities of the software “Light Wall System” (referred
to as the LWS here after) and rehearsing with Jean Geoffroy on actual performance
creations using the “Light Wall System”, which led to a final performance presentation
consisting of 10 works co-created by participating students and Jean Geoffroy. The final
presentation was open to the public, and was greeted with much appreciation from the
public. (Please see the attachment 1.)
2nd Stage
After the first workshop, five student composers at the Taipei National University of the
Arts were invited to compose brand new pieces utilizing the LWS. For the new creations,
Jean Geoffroy had proposed to the composers the addition of instrumentalists to the
projects. Therefore, these composers had to search for new ways to incorporate the LWS
and various acoustic instruments. During a couple of months in the beginning of spring
2018, they were in close contact with Christophe Lebreton to discuss the possibility of
expanding the LWS to accommodate their needs for their compositions. A new version of
LWS was then created for this, which adds mainly the possibility to record and process
sound in real time. In May 2018, Jean Geoffroy came for a second workshop and
rehearsed these newly composed works with the composers as well as the musicians in
addition to five other works co-created by Jean Geoffroy and the musicians. Since
instrumentalists are used in a LWS project for the first time, and new functions within the
software were added specifically for this change, the musical possibility is now much
greater, so is the process of rehearsing. The second workshop lasted for five whole days,
and Jean Geoffroy worked tirelessly with the composers and musicians with an aim to
stage a professional performance of these works in a seamless production later in
November 2018. At the end of this workshop, Jean Geoffroy also selected two pieces
from these five works written by the student composers at TNUA that he would stage
with his students at his school in Lyon. Several of these composers were invited to attend
the performance in France in October 2018 before all the ten pieces created and rehearsed
during the second workshop in May 2018 were produced professionally in a public

concert in November 2018. The concert was not only completely packed, but also a
slamming success. (Please see the attachment 2.)
Final Thoughts
This is the first time a cross-departmental and cross-national collaboration project takes
place at the Taipei National University of the Arts. Students reacted to this opportunity
with great enthusiasm, and the learning results from these workshops were simply
outstanding. It was a truly precious experience for these students who come from very
different backgrounds and who work in different fields of expertise to go through these
classes, workshops and final performances together. Through these workshops and
performances, we have all gotten to know each other very well, and learned to work with
each other more smoothly and more efficiently. We look forward to continue this
collaboration with LiSiLoG /GRAME, Jean Geoffroy, and Christophe Lebreton. Together
we hope to create a new language and new possibilities combining art and technology.
Furthermore, with some more time of development, we hope to produce more mature and
larger-scale performance expositions in the future.

The attachment 1

Ⅰ. The poster

Ⅱ. Workshop photos

Ⅲ.Workshop essence film
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